
and subsequent microscopic study of relevant ^tissues after elaborate 
processing by technicians. One or two months may be required in some cases. 

pest 

the country. Within any. oca state, practices can Vary, legally. V/: ; . 

Maryland, whore the *:■?&?>■£#. '(is '©Xccwhsre, state outer 

regulations do not gpply %o' thoci 03 f^doral 'p^oporty. Friv--* 

studies avalueat autopsy practices'’ IriVgojfcSi ‘a.tatsij as entirely iaadeq . 

• sy .vf a. /u. A*. •*./. /..nr, -v ./ .... 



Dr. John Nichols, ftrof essor of Pathology at the University of Kansas, 

*/ - . 

Informs me that "In a few states th© laws are quits loose and the cor- :: 
himself can legally do the- autopsy ©van If ho is a truck driver in cc;n: • 

ignorance of things medical". On th© otdBr hand, In Connecticut, "it i, 
legal requirement .that 'the pathologis-t be ' ’cortifls d* , " meaning by'th- 
American Beard of Pathology. As I also learned, a pathologist .axperitn ■ 
in determination of tho of telest-h fyesa-natur al -c’ausea , • may be w! the - : 
the required ccaapetenc© i jrhf'n' 'p ® t jprobea for tha,. actual cause of death m 
crimes c? violence* g-Xg v' ••• ... .' ■ry-t:';* /; g . ’ 

fegasaapemm^ : frlasn .S.' learned, ‘from. my. am local 

officials that getting a geflnltlve- statement of’"' tad State cf Maryland ■ 
minimum autopsy requireinants would -.be; isposslblb cr nsaningleas, on I-hy , , 
1966, I tried the District of Coluabig,’’ 'which Is under federal control* 
phone call to the coroner's Office thoro w&a. quits Infoi’m&ti ve until it 
was clear my interest was* in what would ‘the. autopsy protocol. have cento i 

had It been that of a President? .^ .Unt IX that.' moment ■ the require:® nt3 v-.r ? 
explained with cprs. In the ^tnal analysis the results of the autopsy are no better than 



■ the person doing it* 



bulls ts 




a wore t- 
cn would' 



include taking his body .to . '.aetual^y . .fcrsco the- paths of both bulle d,-* 

If the bullets war© fired from different weapons :cr by different* people; • 










Autopsies done in teaching hospitals of medical schools in cases of natural 

\ s 

j d6ath 31-6 USUally searchin g 311(1 exhaustive. Most advances in medicine were 
obtained at the autopsy table. Autopsies also done in such hospitals at 

request of a coroner^ who may be a non-medical person elected by popular 
vote, are also ## usually of a high standard. However, medico legal autopsies 
done in less diciplined instituti ns frequently fall short of obtaining all 
'possible evidence to convict the guilty and acquit the innocent. The Naval 

Hospital in Bethesda is the pride and joy of the Navy. It should be the capstone 
of American (world) medicine ???? 




• 223 „ 0I,herwise the P^ose of the autopsy has not been ac hived. 

thi. nui,opjy ^ must show which fcad-^oan Wh an i, 

derelict is shot to death' In • the Biati?tef.-'cj ; Co.'Luabia, this is what 
happens . "Just the- ot&o^.da^;' &vm •*<$£, tfebr* / ha 4 . boon a case like - 
And I was assured^ rent by bullets. 

With a bum in. th^'. District- is? ColusM^ -vhsra tho President li/ - 
this is What happen3 ‘ mth th ® President, examined across the bound*; 
Une, in a federal hospital, in With autopsy, surgeons on tr •• 

federal payroll, it is what didn’t happen - but should - and coni,-; ,-a , • . 

Dr-. Nichols is- making a - study of ' the' ^ennody >utopsy. He ha s 
nubl I shed a M Spo olal. Contribution* 5 in tfa> July 10 , 1967, Journal o f • 
- r " r -- c - nn Ke>dlenl A£S2£ialion . His earlier, researches inlicat® tret u- 
President did. have Addison's disease, an adronal .deficiency. His meal- - 
sleuthing vaa careful -and detailed, ; ext^lr^ bayard through medi:-,: 
annals and newspapers period' bf/XQ-f^., .'.While ha found 'it 

"noteworthy 15 there was no/ handicapped the 
Pent, that .he. despite -it • "was 'edn^la^oasiy^iigagod; in strenuous 1® ntal - 
Physical activity^, Hr . 'Hichol f olt; to -comma nt that -tl 

autopay protocol - is '.!c 'piously ; jsXS.'oh^^ disease "as well 

on details- of 'the' pituita^^ and cacro- Iliac 

joints". i l.' : h '' .■•■■hl.-’V 

The reader will rscall that the president had survived repeat* 
almos t-i atal spinal aurgory# 



9> Dr s Nichole 



There; is ho-stigssa ^VM^lK'pn’ h disease 

eluded, and control i-Pectly ' -fcfean/ for 

example, over diabetes. It need ws? rnw /'.Inter of ©rod with' his ft < » .: ■ • 
as President. . ." 1'.'. • 

There can bo .little disaghqasont '.Vitii 'Dry-llidhols' opinion "tt -.t 
the public is entitled to knowledges of ttsfa ' *ho alth ■ of their Chief Exc : ut 
and candidates for ^Vo^the possible explanation . 



■ i ’ .. 
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' ” s '-'snfre silence" In the autopsy is "suppression. » .by rel;- ' 

'.Joral. officials, or both". There may be debt about the 5 napir-.-i T ' 
t,he Suppression but not about the fact of it . 

A number of scientists and scientific ■ groups have commented u 
favorably about the Freaidnot ’s autopsy- examination and report, its . 
spicuous deficiencies and -inadsquacJfiS s 'and. the .exclusion of all non- 
personnel iron the examination.’ ■ Bocauss, 'iDr. .Nichls Is of unquestlon* 
medical qualification and is making' a study of this particular, aut-c p; 

A/f F (LT (fc' 1v{ ■ ■ ” ' " .-~v~ ... 

. . ^fcfitebeawesenfe. The body must be absolutely ’ identified. The protocol on the 
late President does not indicate that be was identified!!^* The body must 
be weighed, measured and inspected all over; all orifices must be examined, 

,, ^-especial ly^tbe-vagina dn - the female, Sketches with measurements must be made 
of any unusual . findings together with color and black-white pictures. These 
photographs should be taken by the pathologist himself sso^one-less ■ -person 

> . « -'■'"wiirbe subpoenaed for the defense -to- tangle- up at- trial ■»••• They should also 

be developed by the pathologist himself.. Entry and exit bullet holes must be 
recorded with precision. The pathologist himself should x-ray the body com- 
pletely. The films must be developed and inspected prior to starting the f 
autopsy; this may require 15 minutes but knowing the number and position of *■ 
bullets is important as well as broken bones, tips of knife blades, etc. Tbe.r: 
pathologist keeps the film negatives .himself to use at trial. ' 

V 

Jhg, remainder,, of -the-. autopsy, is somewhat- like the. usual,, hospital case. ._ 

Of course, blood must be drawn for subsequent possible examination for poisons 

- •- « J VPTV 

’where the deceased va» u-r~- . • •chdsfc .six times whin- pr 

aoly" asleep Irfbed. Th© accused confessed.. However, microscopic e/ 
tion. of the heart revealed death eccu ryed four hours prior to shoot l” 
‘riK ~he accused was rolasod bacausa you Cannot kill a' dead man.” 

Nothing lik© this was inv.olve.d in. the ^President murder, but 

— I. ^ ^ ■’ " " " 7 • - 

same principles are, t&e Safes' soj 

S' 



■>» ***« «»»«* bo le^tsific 'alki --lagal roquiremonts - vhl 
were not met. Whan the ' examination was conducted, ' there "ass a live 0 
to be defended in court. After h®, in turn, was murdered, a "revise 
autopsy report, which would not bo cub jeet to cross-examination - for 
was then nothing to take to court -"was filed, It was suppressed ft. 
months and than only partly. released, with tho mass and sensation of 




r,!% ror.t, which submerged It and denied it the close scrutiny 't r~ - • 
V v <- /» v« „ 

r:-ert‘is no'ihlng right about this autopsy, nothing final,, n r 
•tat satisfies the need for definitive, irrefutable fact. It it _:r:. 
t • .-r.ple.te, incompetent, lacking honesty aui objectivity in its 

r very single official use and misuse that was made of it.. bevi._,' ; 
•repress ion and continuing with gutting. 

have as a nati onal ' recar d, a final semento of a President., 
3';erit.»d autopsy report in eviscerated files - eviscerated ev id or 
■ : ••aerated history. 

extra space 

.This? ur.f cr tunately, is not untypical. Tt is the total 

•- ‘ : - e Id ence r ; all the Invest iuati'on, all file? and records. 

J . ■ * V ■ 

For this President the archive Is adequately served with ■■■: •]- 
closer to criminal than carbon copies and Xeroxes of them of uncart?- 

• -* \ i >,■ . » 

iveneration; altered and incomplete documents; doctored pictures r& ve 
original, never properly' introduced Into evidence - (none of the vital 
n 't a s i ngle one - in accordance with the minimum requirorr© nts of I, 
only those that could not be avoided - then only when they could rc 
'■'* avoided; and unstinted, uninhibited suppression, with each of the 
agencies nay Ing a vested interest in suppression exclusively empower 
cu-oide upon and effectuate it. 

Tills archival monument to the President i 3 like the invest! ga 
murder, far that, too, was of ©onspicuous incompleteness, deslrr- 
honesty ana ^calculated indef initeness . Essential slatfc witnesses w e. r 
'uynt v ':'- ,r * called,, the ir evidence denied the so lution of the crime 
r_ . >. "h r.v was destroyed. Eta destruction iaa virtually assured by or-' 

: motion and action - in the case cf the pictures, -as PHOTOGRAPHIC W 
records and documents with the Commission’s own untll-then suopre-r-e 
■ ••• in the case of the landmarks vital to photo Intelligence. 




